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THE R E P U B L I C

speeches in telling it—and IT1 attempt to persuade first the rulers and
the soldiers, then the rest of the city, that the rearing and éducation we
gave them were like dreams; they only thought they were undergoing
ail that was happening to them, while, in truth, at that time they
were under the earth within, being fashioned and reared themselves,
and their arms and other tools being crafted. When the job had been
completely finished, then the earth, which is their mother, sent them
up. And now, as though the land they are in were a mother and nurse,
they must plan for and defend it, if anyone attacks, and they must think
of the other citizens as brothers and born of the earth.”
“It wasn’t,” he said, “for nothing that you were for so long
ashamed to tell the lie.”
“It was indeed appropriate,” I said. “Ail the same, hear out the
rest of the f ‘A11 ^ ynn in the city are certainlv brothers.’ we shall
say to them in telling the taie, ‘but the god, in fashioning those of you
who are competent to rule, mixed gold in at their birth; this is why they
are most honored; in auxiliaries, silver; and iron and bronze in the farmers and the other craftsmen. So, because you’re ail related, although for
the most part you’ll produce offspring like yourselves, it sometimes happens that a silver child will be born from a golden parent, a golden
child from a silver parent, and similarly ail the others from each other.
Hence the god commands the rulers first and foremost to be of nothing
such good guardians and to keep over nothing so careful a watch as the
children, seeing which of these metals is mixed in their soûls. And, if a
child of theirs sh'ould be born with an admixture of bronze or iron, by
no manner of means are they to take pity on it, but shall assign the
proper value to its nature and thrust it out among the craftsmen or the
farmers; and, again, if from these men one should naturally grow who
has an admixture of gold or silver, they will honor such ones and lead
them up, some to the guardian group, others to the auxiliary, believing that there is an oracle that the city will be destroyed when an iron
« or bronze man is its guardian.’ So, hâve you some device for per(suading them of this taie?”
“None at ail,” he said, “for these men themselves; however for
their sons and their successors and the rest of the human beings who
corne afterwards.”
“Well, even that would be good for making them care more for
the city and one another,” I said. “For I understand pretty much what
you mean.
“Well, then, this will go„where the report67 of men shall lead it.
And when we hâve armed these earth-born men, let’s bring them forth
led by the rulers. When they’ve corne, let them look out for the fairest
[ 94 1

